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　For five long years the name of Auschwitz aroused fear among the populations of the Nazi-occupied territories.

  It was established in 1940 for the Polish political prisoners. Originally it was to be an instrument of terror and extermination of Poles. As time passed, the Nazis began to deport to the camp people from all over Europe, mainly Jews - citizens of various countries. Soviet prisoners of Auschwitz. Polish political prisoners were being deported here till the camp ceased to exist.
  After the defeat of the September Campaign of 1939, when Polish soldiers had attempted to repel the German invasion, the town of Oświęcim and the surrounding areas were incorporated within the Third Reich. At the same time its name was changed to Auschwitz.

  By the end of 1939, at the SS and police Headquarters in Wroclaw (Breslau), the idea of setting up a concentration camp had already been proposed. The official justification foir this plan was based on the overcrowding of the existing prisons in Silesia, and on the necessity of conducting further waves of mass arrests among the Polish inhabitants both of Silesia and the rest of German-occupied Poland.
  Several special committees were convened, whose task it was to consider the most favourable location for such a camp. The ultimate choice fell upon the deserted pre-war Polish barracks in Oświęcim. Situated some distance away from the built up area of the town, they could quite easily be expanded and isolated from the outside world. Another factor not without significance was the convenient position of Oświęcim- an important railway junction - within the existing communications network.

  The order to proceed with plans to found a camp was given in April 1940, and Rudolf Höss was appointed its first commandant. On June 14, 1940, the Gestapo dispatched the first political prisoners to KL Auscwitz - 728 Poles from Tarnów.

  Initially the camp comprised 20 buildings: 14 at ground level and 6 with an upper floor. During the period from 1941 to 1942 an extra storey was added to all ground-floor buildings and 8 new blocks were constructed, using the prisoners as the work force. Altogether the camp now contained 28 one-storey buildings (excluding kitchens,  storehouse etc.). The average number of prisoners fluctuated between 13-16,000, reaching at one stage (during 1942) a record total of 20,000 people. They were accommodated in the blocks, where even the cellars and lofts were utilized for this purpose.

  As the number of inmates increased, the area covered by the camp also grew, until it was transformed into a gigantic and horrific factory of death. The monstrosity in Oświęcim - KL Auschwitz I - became the parent or "Stammlager" to a whole generation of new camps. In 1941 the construction of a second camp, later called Auschwitz II - Birkenau, was commenced in the village of Brzezinka 3 kilometres away; and in 1942 the camp in Monowice near Oświęcim - KL Auschwitz III - was established on the territory of German chemical plant IG-Farbenindustries. Furthermore, during the years 1942 - 1944, about 40 smaller branches of the Auschwitz complex came into being; these fell under the jurisdiction of KL Auschwitz III and were situated mainly in the vicinity of steelworks, mines and factories, where prisoners were exploited as cheap labour.

  The camps in Oświęcim (KL Auschwitz I) and Brzeinka (KL Auschwitz II - Birkenau) are now maintained as museums open to public.
  The most important constructions and objects in Birkenau are: the remnants of four crematoria, gas chambers and cremation pits and pyres, the special unloading platform where the deportees were selected and also a pond with human ashes. In Auschwitz such a construction is the "Death Block". Furthermore in both camps are well preserved blocks and a part of prisoners' barracks, the main entrance gates to the camps, sentry watch towers as well as barbed wire fences. Some of the constructions destroyed by the Nazis were rebuilt from the original elements - for instance the ovens in the crematorium I. Some objects were completely destroyed by the SS obliterating the traces of their crimes. In the cases of special importance the constructions were reproduced by the Museum and placed in the same area as they were during the existence of the Auschwitz camp. Above all these are the "Death Wall" and the collective gallows at the roll-call ground.

  The prison blocks in the camp at Auschwitz contain exhibitions portraying the history of Auschwitz, or tracing the torments of the various nations whose people were murdered here (see map).

  Above the main gate at Auschwitz - through which the prisoners passed each day on their way to work (returning 12 hours or more later) - there is a cynical inscription: "Arbeit macht frei" (Work brings freedom). And on the small square by the kitchen the camp orchestra would play marches, mustering the thousands of prisoners so that they could be counted more efficiently by the SS.
BLOCK 4

Room 1

  Auschwitz was the biggest Nazi concentration camp for Poles and prisoners from other countries. They were condemned by the hitlerite fascism to isolation and slow extermination by hunger, exhausting work, criminal experiments, or to a quick death as a result of individual and mass executions.

 Since 1942 Auschwitz became the biggest center for the mass extermination of European Jews. The majority of Jews deported to Auschwitz were killed in gas chambers immediately on arrival, without registration and without identification with the camp numbers. Therefore it is very difficult to determine precisely the number of people murdered there. For many years this problem has been debated by historians from various countries. They give different numbers, most often to 1,5 million victims. The search for additional documentation is under way to find a more precise number.

  The urn containing a handful of human ashes, gathered from the territory of Birkenau, commemorates the dead.

Room 2

  In Auschwitz met their death citizens of many countries, people of various political convictions and religions, civilians, members of resistance organizations and prisoners-of-war alike.

  In 1941 SS Reichsführer Heinrich Himmler singled out the camp in Auschwitz as the site for the proposed total eradication of the Jewish population. The motives behind this decision were made clear by the camp commandant Rudolf Höss in his "Reminiscences", where he quotes the words of Himmler himself: "The existing extermination centres in the East are not sufficient to cope with an operation on such a scale. Therefore I have designated Auschwitz for this purpose, both because of its convenient location as regards communication, and because the area can be easily isolated and camouflaged". By spring 1942 the campaign aimed at the mass murder of Jews was already in progress. The first transports of the condemned were brought to KL Auschwitz from the eastern part of Upper Silesia, then from the rest of occupied Poland. By the spring large consignments began to arrive from Slovakia and France, later from Belgium and Holland, and in the autumn from Germany, Norway, Lithuania and so in turn from all the countries of occupied Europe.

  Almost immediately after the Nazi aggression against the Soviet Union, Soviet prisoners-of-war were sent to Auschwitz, in complete contravention of international law. On the basis of the numbers issued to camp inmates it has been established that 12,000 Soviet P.O.W.'s were registered here. During the first 5 months 8,320 of these perished. Some were gassed, others were shot, while the remainder died from sheer emaciation. One of the proofs of this particular crime is the original Book of Deaths, now kept in the Museum Archives. Photocopies of several pages are on show in the display case. Attention should be drawn to the columns in which, at 5-10 minutes intervals, fictitious causes and times of death were registered.

  KL Auschwitz was also the scene for the extermination of approx. 21,000 Gypsies. Evidence of this crime is contained in the records relating to the Gypsy camp, which were stolen by prisoners then produced after the war. Some photocopies taken from these are also on display.

Room 3

  Most of the Jews condemned to extinction in KL Auschwitz arrived convinced that they had been deported for "resettlement" in Eastern Europe. In particular Jews from Greece and Hungary were deceived in this way: the Nazis sold them non-existent plots of land, farms, shops or offered them work in fictitious factories. For this reason the deportees always brought their most valuable possessions with them.
  The distance between place of arrest and KL Auschwitz was sometimes as much as 2,400km (1,500 miles). The journey was usually made in sealed goods wagons. No food was provided. Crowded together like cattle, deportees often travelled for 7 or even 10 days before reaching their final destination. Therefore, not surprisingly, when the bolts were drawn on arrival at the camp it was frequently the case that some of the victims - above all old people and children - were already dead, while the rest were in a state of extreme exhaustion.

  The trains unloaded at the goods station in Auschwitz, while from 1944 a special ramp built at Birkenau was used. Here officers and doctors of the SS immediately examined the newarrivals, allocating those capable of work to the camp. Those considered unsuitable were taken straight to the gas chambers. According to the statement of Rudolf Höss, around 70-75% of the total were summarily gassed in this way.

  On display in this room are a number of enlargements of original photographs, belonging to an album of about 200 pictures, taken in 1944 by one of the SS men in Birkenau during extermination of Jews from Hungary.

  On the map showing the lay-out of the Auschwitz "Factory of Death", the spots where mass crimes were committed by the Nazis are marked in red (ie. places of execution by firing squad, gas chambers, crematoria, cremation pits and pyres).

Room 4

  By comparing the technical drawings (which fortunately escaped destruction by the SS) of the gas chambers and crematoria - as well as the actual ruins of these installations - with the accounts of ex-prisoners and of the former commandant R. Höss, it is possible to reconstruct the exact process of extermination.

  On the model of the gas chamber and crematorium II we see people entering the underground changing room. They are composed, because after the initial "selection" (ie. segregation into fit and unfit for work) all have been assured by the SS that they would be allowed a bath. They are told to undress, after which they are herded into a second underground chamber resembling a bathroom. Showers were fitted to the ceiling - but they were never connected to the water supply. Into this room, 210 sq.m in area (approx. 235 sq. yards9, around 2,000 victims would be led. After the doors had been firmly closed, SS men poured the substance Cyclon B into the chamber through special openings in the ceiling. Within 15-20 minutes the people trapped inside died. After gold tooth fillings, rings, ear-rings and also the hair had been removed from the bodies, they were taken to the incinerators situated on the ground floor, or - if those could not cope with the mass of human flesh - to makeshift 'funeral pyres".

  On the walls of this display room there are three photographs. Taken in the secret and at great risk by one of the camp inmates in 1944, they show some women being driven into the gas chamber, and the burning of corpses on a cremation pyre. (PHOTO Cyclon B.)

  Cyclon B was produced by the firm "Degesch", whose profits from sales of the gas for 1941-1944 were almost 300.000 marks. In Oświęcim alone, during, the period from 1942 to 1943, about 20,000 kilograms (almost 20 ton) of Cyclon B was used. According to camp commandant Höss, 5-7 kg of the poison was needed to kill around 1,500 people. After liberation piles of empty cans, as well as a number of containers still full of the deadly crystals, were found in the camp warehouses. In the display stand containing some crystals of Cyclon B a number of documents are also exhibited. These are orders authorizing the collection by lorry of fresh supplies from the factory in Dessau. In the documents false reasons are given for the use of Cyclon - for example, in order to assist the "resettlement of Jews".

Room 5

  On liberating the camp in Oświęcim the Soviet Army discovered approx. 7,000 kg (7 tons) of hair, packed tightly into bags, in the camp warehouses. These were the remains which the camp authorities had not yet managed to sell and send to factories inside the Reich. Analyses conducted by the Institute of Forensic Research in Cracow revealed that the hair contained traces of hydrogen cyanide (prussic acid), the basic poisonous component of the compounds known as cyclons. The products for which German firms used human hair included tailor's lining (haircloth). Bales of haircloth - recovered from the town of kietrz and n ow on show in this part of the Museum - were analysed by the Institute of Forensic Medicine and found to originate from human hair, probably that of women.

  Gold fillings were removed from the teeth of the corpses and melted into ingots, which were then sent to the SS Health and Sanitation Head Office. Human ashes were used as fertilizer, and for filling in nearby ponds or river beds. (PHOTO Block 4. Part of exhibition – haircloth made of human hair.)

Room 6

  All personal effects brought to the camp by the deportees were sorted, stored and subsequently transported to the Fatherland for use by the SS, the Wehrmacht or civilians. The SS men who manned and guarded the camp also benefited from the property of murdered victims. They approached the camp commander asking for prams, baby clothes and other things. Despite the fact that trains constantly deported for Germany full of plundered goods the storehouses were always full to overflowing; sometimes unsorted luggage was even left to pile up between them.

  In connection with the advance of the Soviet Army, the stores were hastily emptied and the most valuable objects sent elsewhere. A few days before the liberation - in a desperate attempt to obliterate all traces of their crimes - SS men set fire to the warehouses. Thirty warehouses burnt down. After the liberation of the camp thousands pairs of shoes and spectacles were found together with clothes, brushes, bowls etc. 

BLOCK 5

  The various exhibition halls of Block 5 contain objects found after liberation. These include: Jewish prayer shawls, tooth-brushes, shaving-brushes, shoes, suit-cases with the names and addresses of the deported Jews, bowls, artificial limbs, spectacles etc. (PHOTO Block 5. Part of the exhibition – suitcase with the names of deportees.)

BLOCK 6

Room 1

  Some of the prisoners from the transports arriving at KL Auschwitz were admitted - without prior selection - straight to the camp, where they perished from hunger, executions, hard labour, punishments, or as a result of the appalling sanitary conditions. On the very first day the camp supervisor would announce that they had 'come to a concentration camp, from which the only way to escape is through the crematorium chimney". Also those few from the mass Jewish transports whom SS physicians considered able-bodied were sent to the camp.

  The newcomers had their clothes and personal possessions confiscated, their hair was cut short, they were sprayed with disinfectant, bathed, then finally given a number and registered. Initially the prisoners were photographed in 3 poses, while from 1943 they were tattooed. KL Auschwitz was the only Nazi camp where the inmates were labelled by tattooing.

  Depending on the reason for the arrest, prisoners were marked with different coloured triangles, which were sewn onto their camp clothes together with their number.
  Some inmates wore red triangles denoting political prisoners, Jewish prisoners were given a star made of a yellow triangle and the one corresponding to the reason of their arrest. Black triangles were given to Gypsies and prisoners regarded by hitlerites as antisocial. Jehovas' Witnesses got violet triangles, homosexuals pink and criminals green.

  The thin prison clothes (the so-called 'stripes") were never intended to give protection from the cold. Underwear was changed at intervals of several weeks or even months; nor was it possible for the prisoners to do their own washing. This situation led to outbreaks of various diseases, especially typhus, typhoid fever and scabies. (PHOTO Block 6. Part of the exhibition.)

Room 2

  For the entire period during which KL Auschwitz devoured human life, the camp records contain information to approx.400,000 men and women of different nationalities, including Soviet P.O.W.'s, prisoners in "corrective custody", and the inmates of Block 11 (which was placed at the disposal of the Gestapo Police Court in Katowice).

  With monotonous and merciless regularity the cam clock timed the life of every inmate. From morning to evening bell, from one bowl of soup to the next, from the first assembly to the roll-call at which the prisoner's body is counted for the last time.

Room 3

  Besides executions and the gas chambers, another efficient means of killing off the prisoners was hard labour. Prisoners were employed in various sectors of the economy. Initially they worked on the development of the camp itself - leveling the terrain and building new blocks, huts, roads, drainage dikes etc. Later the industry of the Third Reich began to exploit this source of manpower to an ever greater degree.

  The prisoners were often made to work at a run, without a moment's respite. The rapid pace, hungerrations, constant beating, harassment and general hardships greatly increased the death rate. Or it might happen that a prisoner's place of work became the scene of his death at the hands of the SS or their assistants (criminal offenders held at Auschwitz alongside political prisoners). The return to camp of the work teams - dragging their colleagues or pushing them on wheel-barrows and carts, after they had been killed or wounded by blows from clubs and spades - was a terrible sight.

  Working with the roller, of which a model is exhibited here, was particularly back-breaking.

  First choice in obtaining prisoners for work belonged to the German firm IG-Farbenindustries, which built a synthetic rubber and petrol plant, the Buna-werke, in Monowice near Oświęcim. Most of the Auschwitz sub-camps were founded nearby metalworks, mines and factories. Prison labour was used in the production of coal, arms and chemical products, or to build and extend industrial plants.

Room 4

A day's food ration amounted to 1,300-1,700 calories. For 

breakfast a prisoner would receive 1/2 litre of "coffee" and for dinner 1 litre (nearly 2 pints) of meatless soup, often cooked from rotten vegetables. Supper consisted of 300-350 grammes (10-12 ozs) of black clayey bread, 30 g (just over 1 ounce) of margarine, 20g of sausage and some herbal tea or "coffee".

  Hard work and hunger caused complete physical exhaustion. The camp inmates developed starvation sickness, which often ended in death. The photographs hanging on the walls, taken immediately after liberation, show some of the women prisoners who weighed only 23-30 kg (50-65 lbs).

Room 5

  It is difficult for us to imagine the tragic scenes which took place daily in the camp. Artists among the ex-prisoners have endeavoured to convey the atmosphere of those times in their creative work. These are their "sworn statements", submitted in visual form. This is their evidence, testimony given in an artistic way presenting different scenes from camp life. The Museum possesses a rich collection of such works.

Room 6

  Children were sent to Auschwitz together with adults. They were first of all Jews, Gypsies but also Poles and Russians. They were treated in the same way as adults. Majority of them died in gas chambers soon after the arrival to the camp. The selected few were sent to the camp where they found the same conditions and restrictions as adults. Some children, like for instance twins, served as objects of criminal experiments. Others had to work hard. The children sent to the camp were registered and denominated often as political prisoners. Their photographs and the photographs of the children liberated by the Soviet Army are shown here.
BLOCK 7

Ground floor

  The living conditions, although they varied to some extent during the different stages of the camp's existence, were always unbearable. The first train-loads of prisoners slept on straw scattered over the concrete floors; later straw mattresses were introduced. In a dormitory which was barely adequate for 40-50 persons, an average of 200 prisoners would be housed. Nor were the living quarters improved to any appreciable extent by the installation of three-tier bunks, made out of board. Each level was occupied by two prisoners, The only covers were pieces of dirty, threadbare blankets. Prisoners entrusted with certain special functions enjoyed slightly better conditions, perhaps receiving separate accommodation.

  In the main camp the majority of the prisoners lived in brick-built one-storey blocks, while in Birkenau they were housed in barracks with no foundations, erected on the marshy ground. The model reproducing a fragment of a brick building of this type - made to a scale of 1:1 -illustrates the primitive conditions prevailing in Birkenau.

Room 6

Upper floor

  Photographs and models of the 2 kinds of buildings used at Birkenau - made either of brick or of wood - give some indication of the standard of sanitation in the camp.

Room 7

Upper floor

  The malarial climate of Oświęcim, the appalling living quarters, hunger, inadequate clothing (too thin to keep out the cold, seldom changed and never washed), rats and insects were causes of various illnesses and epidemics which decimated the camp population. The large numbers of the sick reporting to the camp hospital could not be accommodated because of overcrowding. Therefore SS doctors conducted selections among the patients (both sick and convalescent) in the hospital, as well as among the weaker prisoners living in the other blocks. Those with little chance of a quick recovery were immediately sent to their deaths in the gas chambers, or were murdered in the hospital by means of phenol, injected into the heart. For this reason the prisoners often called the hospital the "anteroom of the crematorium".

  As in other camps, the SS doctors of KL Auschwitz performed many cruel experiments on the prisoners. For example, the SS Dr. C. Clauberg made tests involving sterilisation on Jewish women in Block Nr 10 in Stammlager Auschwitz I in order to develop efficient method for biological extermination of the nations, mainly Slavs. Dr Joseph Mengele experimented on twins and handicapped people, as part of a programme of genetic and anthropological research. Also, various tests entailing the application of new medical or chemical preparations were made in Auschwitz. Toxic substances were rubbed into the skin of prisoners and painful skin transplants were performed. Hundreds of men and women died during these experiments, while those who survived suffered serious damage to their health, if not permanent disabilities.

BLOCK 11 - THE "DEATH BLOCK"

  This block was a prison within a prison, completely isolated from the rest of the camp. The ground floor and cellars are preserved in their original form.

  The courtyard between blocks 10 and 11 is enclosed on two sides by a high wall. The wooden blinds on the windows of block 10 were installed to prevent observation of the executions taking place here. At this "Wall of Death" the SS shot thousands of prisoners, mostly Poles. In the yard in front of block 11, SS men administered punishments in the form of flogging or hanging prisoners to a special stake by their arms, which were bent behind their backs. (PHOTO The Execution wall.)

Ground floor

  In the first room on the right the SS officer on duty would sit. In the adjacent rooms on both sides prisoners awaiting the verdict of the Gestapo Police Court, which travelled to KL Auschwitz from Katowice, were held. At one session which lasted from 2 to 3 hours (in the first room on the left) the court might issue from a few dozen to more than a hundred death sentences. The condemned were then led out to the Wall of Death for execution. Before they were shot, all the victims were made to undress; this took place in the two washrooms (half way down the corridor) where, if the number was  small enough, the executions were carried out on the spot. In the last room to the left there are photographs of paintings by a former prisoner Wladyslaw Siwek, which show the proceedings of the summary court, selections in the cellars and executions in the courtyard of block 11.

  The system of punishments applied by the SS in Hitler's concentration camps was part of a carefully planned programme, aimed at the premeditated annihilation of prisoners. A prisoner could be punished for literally anything: for picking apples, for relieving himself during working hours, for extracting his own gold tooth and bartering it for bread, or for working too slowly in the eyes of his SS overseer. The punishments took many different forms: flogging, hanging from the stake by the hands, confinement in the cells of Block 11. extra toil, physical exercises, prolonged standing or assignment to the special penal companies. The exhibition here includes the original whipping-stool used in flogging, one of the stakes for hanging up prisoners, as well as the portable gallows on which the death penalty was sometimes carried out. Prisoners allocated to penal squads received reduced food rations and were forced to perform the hardest tasks, for example: clearing fish ponds of rushes, digging drainage dikes and levelling the ground.

  In the last room to the right the fate of police and correction prisoners is shown. They were sent to Auschwitz and treated as a separate category of prisoners.

The Cellars

  In September 1941 experiment was conducted here, involving the mass killing of people with Cyclon B. On these occasions 600 Soviet P.O.W.'s and 250 of the sick from the camp hospital perished.

  The underground cells were used both for camp inmates and for civilians, suspected of maintaining contacts with prisoners sentenced to death by starvation for the escape of a comrade; or those whom the SS considered guilty of breaking camp rules and who thus had to undergo interrogation.

  The camp authorities conducted periodic selections known as "cleaning out the bunkers" (as these underground cells were called). The prisoners unfortunate enough to be picked were either shot or sent to work in a penal brigade. In the cellars we find three types of punishment cells (although most were kept during "enquiries"). Cell no 18 is one of those in which prisoners condemned to death by starvation were locked.

  In 1941 the camp authorities put there the Polish monk Father Maximilian Kolbe, who had given his life for another prisoner. Cell no 20 was a dark room, completely sealed, where cases of death by suffocation were not unknown. In cell 21 drawings made by one of its inmates can still be seen. Cell 22 contains 4 small cubicles (standing cells), measuring 90 x 90 cm (approx. 1 sq. yard). In each of these 4 prisoners, undergoing special punishment, were placed.
Resistance

  Despite the harsh living conditions, despite the constant terror and the threat of reprisals, the prisoners managed to conspire against the SS. This activity assumed a variety of forms. Contacts with the Polish inhabitants of the neighbouring regions enabled packages containing food or medicine to be smuggled in to the camp inmates, while there was a reverse traffic in information concerning the crimes committed by the SS. Lists with the names of prisoners and SS men, as well as evidences of crimes, reached the outside world. All communications were concealed in specially constructed objects, and correspondence between the camp and centres of the resistance movement in Poland were written in code. One of the most important objectives of this illegal organization was to undermine the position of the criminal offenders, entrusted with special duties by the SS. Efforts were made to gradually remove such persons, who collaborated blindly with the Nazi oppressors, from their posts and to replace them with political prisoners.

  Moreover, a propaganda campaign was conducted by activists among the prisoners, in order to cultivate a spirit of international solidarity against fascism. Besides this the camp inmates engaged in various forms of cultural activity, holding secret discussions and meetings, recitations of national poetry, religious services etc. Of particular interest in this respect was the vigorous development of a camp "underground art"

ASSEMBLY SQUARE

  During roll-calls the SS counted the prisoners and carried out executions on the portable gallows, or on the collective gallows a reconstruction of which can be seen here.

  On July 10, 1943, twelve Poles were hanged here for having contacts with civilians outside the camp, and for assisting in the escape of three fellow prisoners.

THE CREMATORIUM AND GAS CHAMBER

  The crematorium is situated outside the main fence of the camp. In front of the entrance - in the place where the building of the camp Gestapo once stood - we see the gallows used on April 16, 1947, to hang the first commandant Rudolf Höss.

  The largest room in the crematorium was the mortuary, which was converted into a temporary gas chamber. During the years 1941 and 1942 Soviet P.O.W.'s, as well as Jews from the ghettos formed by the Nazis in Upper Silesia, were killed here.

  The other part of the crematorium houses two of the three furnaces, which could burn approx. 350 bodies daily. In each retort  2-3 corpses at a time were placed. The crematorium was built by the firm Topf und Söhne from Erfurt, the same which in 1942 and 1943 installed the furnaces in the 4 crematoria at Birkenau. The name of the firm is visible on some of the metal parts. Crematorium I was working from 1940 to 1943. The ovens were rebuilt by the Museum from the original German metal elements.
KL ASCHWITZ II - BIRKENAU (BRZEZINKA)

  At a distance of 3 km from the main camp, in the village of Brzezinka, the camp of Birkenau - KL Auschwitz II - was situated. Covering approximately 175 hectares (s. 425 acres), it contained over 300 buildings. Of these, 45 made of brick and 22 of wood have survived almost intact. In the places where the other buildings previously stood (these were either burnt down or demolished) only the hearths remain. However, their outlines on the ground are clearly visible, giving us a good idea of their original size and number.

  The camp in Birkenau was divided into several fields and sectors, which in fact constituted separate camps (see map). The total number of men and women prisoners reached approx. 100,000 in August 1944. The camp inmates were plagued by a lack of water, terrible sanitary conditions and huge numbers of rats. It was on the territory of Birkenau that the Nazis constructed most of their instruments of mass destruction, namely: 4 crematoria with gas chambers, two makeshift gas chambers in specially converted farmhouses, cremation pyres and pits.

  Visitors to the former camp in Birkenau should follow the marked route, which covers the entire area. The best place to begin is the main watch tower of the SS, where recorded commentaries in 12 languages can be heard, and from which there is an excellent view over the whole prison complex ( the largest of all the camps of mass extermination). Opposite the tower the railway unloading platform can be seen, where most of the deported Jews from Hungary arrived.

  In Birkenau we have the opportunity to view the prisoners' living quarters as they really were. The brick barracks are situated to the left of the unloading ramp. They were built without foundations, directly on the swampy ground. Most of these had no floor at all, apart from the compressed earth which often turned into a veritable quagmire. The brick barracks housed the women prisoners, who slept on three-tier berths spread over with rotting straw. On one level an average of 8 persons would lie.

  The wooden buildings had once served as field stables for 52 horses. After a minimum of modifications had been made, they were used to accommodate up to 1,000 prisoners. Chimney flues were built inside, and the smoke passing through them was supposed to heat the  whole interior.

At the end of the unloading ramp there are the remains of 2 crematoria and gas chambers, blown up by the retreating SS men in an attempt to conceal their criminal activities. In the ruins it is still possible to discern the underground changing room, where the victims were made to undress, the gas chamber, and on the surface, we can see 5 large hollows left by the furnaces, as well as the rails along which the corpses were pushed.

  Crematorium IV was partially destroyed by Jewish prisoners during the revolt on the 7th October 1944.

  Between the ruins of crematoria II and III there stands the International Monument to the Victims of Auschwitz, which was ceremonially unveiled in April 1967.

